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9 AD – JESUS APPEARS IN THE TEMPLE 

Scripture says: ‘And when he was twelve years, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.’ 

(Luke 2:42).  All the modern translations say ‘twelve years old’ – but the Scripture does not say that – it says: 

‘twelve years’.  Our view is Jesus was ‘twelve years’ in the Holy Land after returning from Egypt.  That means 

Jesus returned from Egypt when he was five years old.   

A child of 12 would not be given audience with teachers.  But a youth of 16 years was counted as a ‘man of 

the testimony’ and had the privilege of debating adults.  Our timing makes sense. 

Just as God put the rainbow in the sky – the appearance of Jesus in the Temple was a sign to Israel of a new 

eternal covenant.  Zechariah said ‘Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion!  For I am coming and I will dwell in 

your midst’ says the LORD...  Then you will know the LORD of Hosts sent me to you… Be silent all flesh before 

the LORD for He is aroused from His holy habitation’.1  What is the ‘holy habitation’ of the LORD?  Is that not 

his Temple?  Who is coming?  Jesus! 

The holy angels were watching with great interest.  Would Jesus display the wisdom of Solomon?  Would ‘the 

vine bud? the grape blossom? the pomegranate bloom?’  Jesus did not disappoint – his wisdom was 

astonishing to everyone who heard him. 
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